



NEVIS CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, September 12, 2011

Nevis City Administration Office, Meeting room 102

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof a regular meeting of the Nevis City Council was duly held on Monday the twelfth day of September, 2011 at 7:00 P.M.

Present:  Mayor Paul Schroeder; Council Members:  Tom Haag, Cammy Johnson and Heidi Schmeichel

Absent:  John Plumley

Mayor Paul Schroeder called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.

M/S/P, Schmeichel, Johnson, to approve the Regular Agenda for the September 12, 2011 City Council meeting.

M/S/P, Johnson, Schmeichel, to approve the Consent Agenda:


I.   Approval of the minutes of the meeting on August 8, 2011

             II.   Approval of the August 2011 bills for payment

            III.   Approval of the August 2011 financial report

            IV.   Approval of the August 2011 Liquor Report
Everett Miller presented the city with a donation to the Lakeview Cemetery in the amount of $500.00.  The donation is from Debra Nordhougen, daughter of Delmar Bail.  A thank you card will be sent to Debra Nordhougen.
M/S/P, Johnson, Schmeichel to accept a donation from Debra Nordhougen in the amount of $500.00.

PLANNING COMMISSION
M/S/P, Schroeder, Johnson, to deny the recommendation of the Planning Commission to approve a variance to replace the old existing home and garage and replace with a new home and garage.  Property owners are Keith and Renee Thielen, 116 Emily Street, PID # 31.10.02800.

LIQUOR STORE – 
Lisa Kamrowski, Liquor Store Manager, reported she has scheduled a training session for liquor store employees with the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association on September 27, 2011. 

M/S/P, Schroeder, Johnson, to approve, after Kamrowski’s six (6) month evaluation, a salary increase of $1,000.00 per year from $32,500 to $33,500, effective September 12, 2011.  Council Member Tom Haag abstained.
FIRE DEPARTMENT –

M/S/P, Schmeichel, Haag, to approve Fire Chief, Kerry Swenson, to be the fiscal agent for a regional fire department grant which includes Akeley, Lake George, Lakeport and Nevis City.  The grant is approximately $100,000 with a 5% match for a public paging system for Hubbard County.
M/S/P, Schroeder, Johnson, to increase Fire Chief Kerry Swenson’s salary from $3,500.00 to $4,000.00 for the year beginning January 1, 2012.  

M/S/P, Johnson, Schmeichel, to increase the Nevis Fireperson’s Relief Association annual benefit from $1,050.00 to $1,100.00 retroactively.  
SANITATION DEPARTMENT – 

Don Umthun, Public Works Operator, reported the irrigation pump which sits between the primary pond and secondary pond which has a pipe that comes into a control is out and will have to be rebuilt.   Umthun will acquire quotes.  
WATER DEPARTMENT –

Don Umthun set the dates of October 11, 12 and 13 to flush hydrants.  (Please note – after the council meeting Don realized those dates would not work and decided to flush hydrants October 4, 5 and 6.)  The newspaper will be notified.

Umthun reported the recent inspection of our pumps and wells from Thein Well.  Everything with well #1 appears to be operating within normal limits.  However, the specific capacity on well #2 continues to drop.  The last time this well was rehabbed was in 2002 when it gained a specific capacity of 24.13.  The specific capacity has been on a downward slide since with a recent inspection calculation of 15.46.  Rehabilitation of this well in the near future is highly recommended, if left untreated the more likely it is that the well will not recover to its maximum efficiency.  Don will get quotes.  He thinks the cost will be approximately $14,000.00.
Umthun also reported the water tower is starting to rust and it has not been painted for 15 years; therefore, it may need to be painted.

STREETS DEPARTMENT – 
Umthun reported the signs and painted lines from the SHIP grant are finished

CEMETERY DEPARTMENT – No report
PARKS DEPARTMENT – 
The dates to open the dump in the fall are October 1 to October 16, 2011.

POLICE DEPARTMENT – 
M/S/P, Haag, Schroeder, to accept Sheriff Cory Aukes’ proposal of $73,034/yr with no shared vehicle costs, no price increase for duration of contract.  
ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

M/S/P, Haag, Schmeichel to give a 1% cost of living raise to all city employees effective September 12, 2011.  Council Member Cammy Johnson abstained.
M/S/P, Schmeichel, Johnson, to approve the propane pre-buy for 2011 to 2012 with Gas Service at a rate of the following:  $1.79/gallon first fill and $1.89/gallon for the rest of the year.  Pay as you go.  (Quotes received:  Skelgas $1.99/gallon, Ferrellgas $1.84/ gallon first fill and $1.89/gallon for the rest of the year, Lakes Area Cooperative $1.97/ gallon.)

M/S/P, Johnson, Schmeichel, to approve Resolution #2011-06 Adopting Proposed Preliminary General Fund Budget for the year 2012 for the City of Nevis.

M/S/P, Schmeichel, Haag, to approve Resolution #2011-07 Adopting Proposed Preliminary Property Tax Levy for Tax Year Payable 2012.

M/S/P, Schroeder, Haag, to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by,

Carol J. Fridgen

City Administrator
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